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Postnominal?) adjectives in English are argued to be reduced relative clauses. Evidence for this
conclusion comes from the fact that whenever an adjective can be found both prenominally and
postnominally, with different properties, the postnominal one invariably shows a behavior identical to
that of the corresponding predicative adjective inside a restrictive relative clause. As noted above, the
prenominal® position of possible in (1a) is ambiguous between a modal reading (roughly equivalent
to ‘potential’) and a reduced relative clause reading with Antecedent Contained Deletion? (roughly
paraphrasable as ‘every candidate that it was possible for her to interview”).

The postnominal position ((1b)) instead only retains the reduced relative clause reading with
Antecedent Contained Deletion, equivalent to the corresponding relative clause containing the

adjective in predicate position ((1c)):

(1) a. Mary interviewed every possible candidate
b. Mary interviewed every candidate possible

c. Mary interviewed every candidate that it was possible for her to interview

(2a, b) is another well-known minimal pair. Prenominal present only has a temporal reading, while
postnominal present only has a locative reading. The corresponding relative clause with present in

predicate position ((2c)) only has the reading of postnominal present: the locative one.

2) a. the present editors
b. the editors present

c. the editors who are/were present



The pair (3a, b) represents an adjectival doublet. One of the two (/ive) can only be found in prenominal
position, and the other (alive) only in postnominal position. The only form possible in the predicate

position of the corresponding relative clause ((3¢)) is the ‘postnominal’ alive.

3) a. the live/*alive animals
b. the animals *live/alive

c. the animals that are *live/alive

The systematic identity in behavior between adjectives in postnominal position and the same
adjectives in the predicate position of a relative clause becomes understandable if the former are
actually nothing other than reduced relative clauses.

(Guglielmo Cinque, The Syntax of Adjectives: A Comparative Study)
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1 0s misa. “This is Misa’

2 os baan. ‘This is Baan’

3 misa suuda. ‘Misa is a teacher’

4 misa baanre suuda. ‘Misa is Baan’s teacher’

5 0s misare pomma. “This is Misa’s apple’

6 misare pommaya torisatav. ‘I ate Misa’s apple’

7 misare pommaya torikotav. ‘(S)he ate Misa’s apple’ (KREICHL)
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baan misare pommaya torikotav. ‘Baan ate Misa’s apple’
baanre suudaya hawoksatav. ‘I visited Baan’s teacher’

baanre suudaya hawoksootav. ‘We visited Baan’s teacher’
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misaya pomma torigiisatav. ‘I ate Misa’s apple’

misaya pomma torigiikotav. ‘(S)he ate Misa’s apple’
baan misaya pomma torigiikotav. ‘Baan ate Misa’s apple’
baanya suuda hawokgiisatav. ‘I visited Baan’s teacher’
baanya suuda hawokgiisootav. ‘We visited Baan’s teacher’
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7'a b x4 7L AF—= (prototype and schema)
L% EEE (dative subject)
FHIRIEDFEE (feature hierarchy)

AHEALEL (lexical diffusion)



